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This page contains:

· Records of Visits, Lectures & Forums

· Document, such as the MKAS Application Form

· Articles from the MKAS Newsletter
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The following are notes about the MKAS Newsletter Articles. These will be added:

· when relevant to a particular lecture, visit, anniversary etc

· from older editions which will not have been seen by newer members, or

· simply when the Newsletter editor thinks an article is worth preserving anyway.

Icons for articles will be shown on the web-page in the order in which they are added, i.e. with the most recent at the end (makes it easier to add them). Their original publication date will be shown in the title, e.g. where ‘1312’ means the year 2013 and month 12.

A brief note about articles will be shown below with the most recent at the end. 
Andy Cornwell
1509 Alan Cobham’s Flying Circus: In the early 1930’s Cobham brought the experience of flying to many thousands of people across the country. His show also inspired to become pilots a generation which fought in WW2. This article is mainly written by one of the circus members.
1401 Dolly Shepherd, Parachutist: The most famous Edwardian lady parachutist.
1505 The RNAS at  Gallipoli, The Air War: An account of the significant part played by the Royal Navy Air Service (RNAS) played in the ill-fated Gallipoli Campaign in 1915 one hundred years ago followed by a wider account of Charles Rumney Samson RNAS, a dedicated and courageous pioneering flier in the RNAS who fought on the Western Front, at Gallipoli and in home defence. [Updated 26 Nov 16]

1405 Barnstorming USA: ‘Barnstorming’ was a popular form of entertainment in the USA in the 1920s in which stunt pilots and others would perform tricks with airplanes, either individually or in groups called a ‘flying circus’. The article includes some of their wilder stunts, way beyond today’s H&S.  [Added 7 Aug 15]

This is followed by 1404 Concrete Towers, Electric Beacons about the system devised by the US Mail to guide pilots across the vastness of the continent. [Updated 26 Nov 16]
1409 B-29 & The A Bomb: On the 6th August 1945 the first atomic bomb was dropped, on Hiroshima. This article is based on the obituary for the last surviving crew-member of the Enola Gay, Theodore Van Kirk, who died on July 28, 2014, aged 93. He was the navigator of the B-29 which dropped that bomb. The article outlines the development of the B-29 and Van Kirk’s flying career. [Added 10 Aug 15]

1411 Imperial Airways & the HP 42: A short history of the formation of Imperial Airways and the aircraft it used from its formation in 1924 until it became BOAC in 1939. Landplane operations were based at Croyden. This is followed by an article on the slow but luxurious Handley Page HP 42, a remarkable four-engined metal-bodied biplane airliner used only by Imperial Airways during the 1930’s.

1312 The Night Witches: The Polikarpov Po-2, a 1928 designed general-purpose Soviet biplane, had many uses; one was for ground attack and night bombing. An all-woman bombing squadron gained notoriety with German troops who called them “The Night Witches”.

1311 The Zeppelin Menace: A brief account of Zeppelin air-raids, which caused great alarm among the civilian population of England in WW1.

0217 The Lafayette Escadrille: Early in the war many Americans showed a sincere interest in joining the French Air Service.   No single individual can be credited with creating the Lafayette Escadrille, but rather it was the result of the combined efforts of some idealistic young American men, some prominent Americans living in France, and a few farsighted French officials.

1116 Lord Trenchard: Marshal of the Royal Air Force Hugh Montague Trenchard, 1st Viscount Trenchard, is often called the “Father of the Royal Air Force”. It was Trenchard who commanded the RFC when it became the RAF and it was he who, post WWI, built the foundations of a modern and independent fighting force and secured its future. 

O316 Atlantic Swordfish: About the roles played by the Swordfish in the Battle of the Atlantic, particularly serving on ‘MAC’ ships.  The latter were merchant aircraft carriers, a limited purpose aircraft carrier built on a British hull designed for bulk grain ships and oil tankers.
0415 C-46 & The Hump: A brief history of the Curtiss C-46 “Commando" in War and Peace, particularly in its WWII role in ferrying supplies across the Himalayas (‘The Hump’).
OBITUARIES: We like to publish flying related obituaries as soon as possible. Sometimes we may not have sufficient space in the MKAS Newsletter and we refer you to this file for the full obituary. We do not usually keep here obituaries already published in full in the Newsletter. 

FAA (Fleet Air Arm): Contains articles on:


1015 - Hawker Sea Hawk

0320 – Supermarine Attacker
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