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MILTON KEYNES
AVIATION SOCIETY

LECTURE PROGRAMME
	DATE
	LECTURE

	Tuesday

14th January

2025
	Alan Biggins – On Foot in the Intelligence Zone – The Many Voices of the Whaddon Web
Alan Biggins' background is in the Royal Air Force, computing and languages. His talk tonight is based on a chapter from his book The Intelligence Zone. It is about The Whaddon Web – MI6's  wartime communications sites spread across 20 locations, mainly in North Buckinghamshire

	Tuesday

11th February 
2025
	Michael Napier – Airline Flying Career
Michael joined British Airways in September 1997 after a 19-year career in the RAF. His first appointment was as a First Officer on the MD DC-10 flying routs to the USA, Africa and the Middle East.  He then converted to the Boeing 777 which he flew until 2003 when he moved to short-haul flying on the Airbus A319/A320/A321 fleet. In 2006 he was appointed as a captain.  His last aircraft type was the Boeing 787, which he flew from 2016 until his retirement in 2019.

In his talk, Michael will seek to correct all those misconceptions about airline flying like “the simulator must be fun,” “you must fly the same route all the time,” “aircraft land themselves these days” and many others!

	Tuesday

11th March 2025
	MKAS AGM & Photo Competition

	Tuesday

8th April

2025
	Flying the Hunter and Other Things Part 1
Rod Dean returns with a look back at his 39 years (and nearly 3,000 flying hours) involvement with the magnificent Hawker Hunter, including his time flying the aircraft in Aden, as a very young 20 year old, Bahrain and Oman as well as at RAF Chivenor and Brawdy and, more recently, flying the civil registered aircraft.  Being in two parts allows Rod to look in depth at many of the highlights of this period of his flying life; most of which are quite light hearted and humorous

	Tuesday

13th May

2025
	Flying the Hunter and Other Things Part 2

	Tuesday

10th June

2025
	The History, Heritage and Engineering Excellence of Rolls-Royce
Neil Chattle was formerly Head of Corporate Heritage and Chief Executive of the Rolls-Royce Heritage Trust (RRHT).  During his lecture tonight, Neil will summarise the major events in the design, development and manufacture of Rolls-Royce aero engines and applications over the past 118 years

	Tuesday

8th July

2025
	Phew – That Was Close!
Air Marshal ‘Black’ Robertson tonight presents an evening of enthralling stories from Suez and the Cold War to the Falklands and the Balkans – the amazing experiences of both aircrew and groundcrew, from the highest to the lowest ranks, aircrew and groundcrew alike. It wasn’t just experiences in the air from which these individuals learnt lessons for life, it was the people with whom they worked, the places they served and the jobs they did. Their tales of derring-do offer a unique perspective on the RAF’s development and characters who formed its backbone

	Tuesday

12th August

2025
	Tales From the Flight Deck
Captain Jim Passmore worked for BA for 35 years, starting as a co-pilot on the Trident and progressing to a senior management position.  Tonight he will recount some interesting, and sometimes tragic, aspects of aviation during his time.  This will include accounts of the early auto-land system, the Staines Trident and the Manchester 737 accidents

	Tuesday

9th September

2025
	Flying Concorde
Captain John Tye’s talk takes us behind the scenes to learn what it was like to fly the world’s only successful supersonic airliner.

Concorde first flew in March 1969 when John was at ‘junior school’ and he would never have guessed that he would eventually go on to become one of only ever 134 pilots to fly Concorde for British Airways.

He will take us through the extensive training course, and then on a virtual flight from Heathrow to New York. He’ll explain some of the unique technical features of Concorde along the way. A few ‘celebrity stories’ and family involvement bring in the human element, before touching briefly upon the tragic accident in Paris in the summer of 2000. The talk concludes with the successful ‘return to service programme’ and eventual retirement of Concorde in 2003.

There will be an opportunity to purchase signed copies of John’s best-selling book, ‘Life Of A Concorde Pilot – From The Orphanage to The Edge of Space’

	Tuesday

14th October

2025
	Flying the DH-88 Comet Racer
Legendary test and display pilot Dodge Bailey will take us through the process to operate the DH-88 Comet Racer from Old Warden for the first time.  This includes the risk assessment and mitigation procedures and initial flight testing aspects

	Tuesday

11th November

2025
	In the Slipstream of Alcock and Brown
Robin Evans is a professional pilot and tonight retraces their 1919 transatlantic crossing from primary sources. Rendering two modest men back into life as a professional descendant and uncovering the myths that have circulated over the years


	Tuesday

9th December

2025
	Electronic Warfare in Today’s Conflicts
Professor Fiona Clark is Head of Capability, ead pof CapabilytHead Electronic Warfare (EW) at Leonardo Electronics.  Tonight she describes for us the ability to use the electromagnetic spectrum to sense, analyse and identify enemy signals, as well as to disrupt, degrade or deny the adversaries' ability to benefit from use of the spectrum. The Ukraine conflict has demonstrated both sides’ reliance on EW equipment, and the need for rapidly changeable capability. This lecture will give an overview of the subject of EW:  why it’s needed, what it is, how it’s done and will leave the audience with thoughts for future developments


All meetings are held in the Kents Hill Community Centre, Frithwood Crescent, Kents Hill, Milton Keynes, MK7 6HQ.     Doors open at 7.30 p.m. and lectures begin at 8.00 p.m.

For more details contact our Lectures Organiser Ian Carr 

E-mail: iancarruk@aol.com
Or Tel 07531 788940
