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	DATE
	LECTURE

	Tuesday 11th January 2011.


	Flying the Hunter and Venom in RAF Service.


Peter Sawyer returned to give us a very interesting and entertaining talk about his experiences in Aden, Bahrain and Kuwait together with Oman and Kenya between 1958 and 1961 when he was flying Venoms and Hunters with 208 Squadron with some excellent photos and stories. A record crowd for a great start to our 2011 lecture programme.



	Tuesday 8th February 2011.


	Hurricanes Over Russia.


An excellent lecture by Air Commodore Phil Wilkinson (retired) who told us the story of Hurricane Wing 151 which was rapidly formed and deployed to Murmansk immediately after the German invasion of Russia in 1941. A new documentary featuring the veterans of this exploit was shown and the lecture hinted at many more stories from Phil’s time spent on detachment to Russia, so we look forward to welcoming Phil back at some time in the future.

 

	Tuesday 8th March 2011.


	Annual General Meeting & Photographic Competition.


Our annual report to the membership and the 11th Annual Photographic Competition for the John Cox Memorial Trophy. 



	Tuesday 12th April 2011.


	The Past, Present and Future of Aircraft and Their Engines.


Dr. Ken Ramsden BSc MSc PhD gave us an illustrated talk ranging from the TSR2 and Olympus engine development to novel concepts and materials currently under review at Cranfield University. Some interesting views which gave us all plenty to think about.



	Tuesday 10th May 2011.


	The Battle of Britain Beacon – Transforming the RAF Museum.


In May 2010 the RAF Museum unveiled plans for an iconic addition to the London site – the Battle of Britain Beacon. Peter Dye OBE, Director General of the RAF Museum, gave us a very candid and insightful talk about the background, current status and intentions of this exciting project, as well as the challenges in preserving the very rich heritage of the RAF in these trying financial times.


	Tuesday 14th June 2011.


	Around the World in 8.5 Days.


Carol-Ann Garrett holds the world record for flying around the world in a Mooney in 8 ½ days set in December 2008. She told us all about the 18 months of preparation for this flight and with maps and pictures explained the successes and problems during the flight itself. Our members and visitors were left spellbound and inspired. Carol-Ann was on a flying visit to MKAS on her latest eastbound round the world flight highlighting the "Dash for a Cure" for Lou Gehrig's disease, (or ALS, Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, or Motor Neurone Disease). Many thanks Carol-Ann.



	Tuesday 12th July 2011.


	Air-to-Air Refuelling Operations in the South Atlantic.

Wing Commander Barry Neal participated extensively in AAR operations in the South Atlantic in all roles in various detachments from April 1982 to April 1983, and flew two sorties on Operation Black Buck 1, the first Vulcan bombing raid on the Falklands Islands. Barry gave us a fascinating "first hand" look at the superb teamwork by all groups to carry out what was then the longest bombing mission in history.
 

	Tuesday 9th August 2011.


	8th Group Pathfinder Force.

Andy Campbell - Curator of the Pathfinder Museum – explained about the formation, organisation and expansion of the PFF, including details of the technology and target marking techniques used. He also related personal stories of the Pathfinders and give an overview of the Museum. A terrific and very informative lecture on a very interesting and not so well known as aspect of the war. 


	Tuesday 13th September 2011.
	Canberra Operation in The Cold War.


Robin Rose flew Canberras in the tactical nuclear strike role in Germany. He also took part in the Indonesian campaign in Malaya, and presented some unique film that he shot during this detachment. A terrific lecture and thanks for stepping in at such short notice Robin.
 

	Tuesday 11th October 2011.


	UFOs : Weapons of Mass Deception. 


Writer Mark Pilkington explored the premise that far from denying the existence of UFO’s, US intelligence agencies promoted them as a useful smokescreen for experimental aircraft, crashes and covert operations. A very interesting lecture, which we could have listened to for hours on end. Many thanks Mark for a very though provoking perspective.
 

	Tuesday 8th November 2011.


	Special Operations Liberators.


Steve Bond presented another excellent President's lecture, to coincide with the publication of his new book – Special Ops Liberators – detailing the electronic counter-measures work of the RAF's 100 Group, which remains one of the least well known aspects of the 1939-45 air war.
 

	Tuesday 13th December 2011.


	The Comet Racers, the Great Air Race and Black Magic.


Stewart Jackson of the Comet Racer Project Group detailed the history of the iconic DeHavilland Comets and the air races of the 1930’s. He also updated us on progress of the rebuild of G-ACSP ‘Black Magic’ once owned and flown by Amy Johnson and Jim Mollison. An excellent lecture enjoyed by all.
 


