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Fighter Pilots Forum

Kings Norton Lecture Theatre, Cranfield, Beds.

Tuesday 12th June 2001.

	150 people gathered at Cranfield on the evening of 12 June 2001 for the Fighter Pilots Forum.  They were entertained in grand style by a panel of nine distinguished pilots, chaired by Air Marshall Sir Roger Austin KCB AFC FRAeS RAF (Retd).  Experience ranged from Second World War Hurricane and Spitfire operations, through just about every type of fighter since that time, right up this year's Tornado F.3 display crew from 56 (Reserve) Squadron at RAF Coningsby. 

Pilots present were:
     Roger Austin - Hunter and Harrier.
     Jack Biggs - Hurricane and Spitfire (Burma campaign).
     George Black - Vampire, Meteor, Sea Hawk, Lightning and Harrier.
     Charlie Browning - Hurricane (Burma).
     John Marriott - Attacker and Sea Hawk.
     Dave Roome - Hunter, Lightning, Phantom and now Managing Director of Delta Jets.
     Jonathan Whaley - Hunter, Sea Vixen and Phantom.
     Si Stevens - this year's Tornado F.3 display pilot, together with his navigator Dave Chadderton.

Regrettably Ian Black had to withdraw at the last minute due to his attendance at the funeral of Guy Bancroft-Wilson, so tragically killed in the Kingcobra crash at Biggin Hill earlier in the month.

In total the panel's experience combined something in excess of 160 years military service and 200 plus aircraft types flown.  Not content with this, there were yet more pilots n the audience, including Spitfire (North Africa campaign), Hurricane (Burma), hellcat and Corsair (Far East), Seafire (RNVR), all of whom were encouraged to take a full part in the proceedings.

Following individual introductions under the able chairmanship of Roger Austin, the panel was subjected to wide-ranging questions from the audience, covering such diverse topics as their favourite - and least favourilte - aircraft, most frightening and most amusing  experiences to for example, what they thought about the decision to eliminate a fixed gun from the Eurofighter Typhoon's armament.  In addition the Tornado team presented an overview of their aircraft and the day-to-day operations in which the air defence force is now involved.

Supporting displays ranged fron Jonathan Whaley's magnificent Hunter F.58A G-PSST "Miss Demeanour" on static display, local man Tony Collins with his Lightning F.6 cockpit open for inspection, plus a photo gallery of fighter aces, model aircraft and flying clothing displays.

At the end of the evening, a programme signing session was held, and both the pilots and the audience overwhelmingly expressed their delight at a highly entertaining and informative event, intended to be the first of a series of forums.

                                                                 Steve Bond - MKAS President.

                                                   


What the Audience said :

	  "What an excellent evening!.  When is the Fighter Pilots Forum 2?. 
        The venue was great too with a suitable aviation setting."
            Robert Truman, MKAS member


       "You've got to do the Bomber Boys now!".
           Jack Bromfield, MKAS member and ex. 158 Squadron (Halifax)

        "Well done!.  I and everyone I spoke to were extremely impressed with the evening.
         What's next on the agenda; Bomber pilots?, Test pilots? Commercial?."
           Martin Baggott, Buckinghamshire Aircraft Recovery Group


        "Fantastic, when is the Bomber Pilots' Forum?.  Very impressive and a relaxed
        atmosphere, for such a young society it was very professional."
            Sqn Ldr Dick Forder RAF


        "I enjoyed it very much."
            Bettie Morgan, Rolls-Royce Heritage

       "Congratulations on a superb evening.  Please extend our thanks to all concerned, 
         not least to your members for their warm welcome."
            Tricia Rogerson, Cranfield University


       "I have heard great things from the members that attended.  Please keep in 
        touch as we will attend anything else you have planned which requires some
        models on display."
            Phil Smith, Branch Secretary IPMS Milton Keynes Scale Model Club 


       "A well organised and enjoyable evening and very informative."
            Stuart Leeming, ex- Fleet Air Arm Buccaneer pilot


       "Many thanks for a truly enjoyable Fighter Pilots Forum.  Never having been to one
        of your sessions before and with a round trip of 250 miles, I was hoping it was not
        going to be a case of 'better to travel in hope than to arrive'.  I need have had no such 
        fears as the evening was arranged and conducted with aplomb, so well done to all
        involved.  Can I look forward to 'Bomber Crew' and 'Transport Crew' forums?."
            Doug Kelly, new MKAS member


What the Pilots said :

	      "It was a great evening with some marvellous people and I am grateful to you 
        for including me in the party.  Particular thanks for the excellent book which
        was a very pleasant surprise." 
            Air Marshall Sir Roger Austin

       "I really enjoyed it and could have listened to those Hurricane guys all night.
        Thanks for inviting us."
           Flt Lt Dave Chadderton

        "For your organisation of such a pleasant evening, my thanks."
           Gp Capt Dave Roome


        "Organisation of the Fighter Pilots forum was superb.  Clearly the MKAS is
        an organisation that is well worth joining and i have to-day sent off my
        application form."
            John Marriott RN


        "Congratulations on such a well organised event.  I felt quite relaxed even with
        Air Marshalls, Group Captains and display pilots!.  Thanks you very much for
        the presentation book, a splendid idea and I will treasure it.  Well done the lot of you"
            Charlie Browning RAF



