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MILTON KEYNES
AVIATION SOCIETY

LECTURE PROGRAMME
	DATE
	LECTURE

	Tuesday

10th January

2023
	Imperial Airways – National Asset or National Joke?

Tonight we look at the state of the British commercial airline industry after WW1 and how it compared unfavourably to state owned and funded airlines in other countries.  Imperial Airways started trading on April 1st 1924, and was treated as an April’s fool joke by the British press in the face of superior competitors.  Graham Smith explains how they tried to dispel that myth

	Tuesday

14th February 2023
	MKAS AGM & Photo Competition

	Tuesday

14th March

2023
	How the Hurricane came to be
The Hawker Hurricane did not just appear as a result of Specification F.5/34.  It was the result of a long genesis of design and circumstances going back to the end of the First World War. Historic aircraft pilot, Military Historian and lecturer Howard Cook will review the elements that led to the creation of the legendary Hawker Hurricane

	Tuesday

11th April

2023
	The North American Mustang 
The Mustang was designed and built to meet a request issued by the Royal Air Force for a fighter supplied from America.  Popular speaker Rod Dean explains that the contract was issued direct to North American, not through the US Government, and the prototype was completed in only 102 days from contract signing – and flew nearly 8 weeks later.

The genesis of the outstanding Mustang and many other points will be fully explored in the talk which will focus on the technical development of the aircraft rather than its operational roles

	Tuesday

9th May

2023
	Experimental Test Pilot
Having flown an astonishing 400 different aircraft, as a licensed Category 1 test pilot and flight test instructor for both aeroplanes and helicopters, Chris Taylor is arguably one of the best qualified and widely experienced test pilots working today anywhere in the world. Tonight Chris will share memories, among others, of his time as an instructor at the ETPS and test pilot with the CAA

	Tuesday

13th June

2023
	Secret War
After the fall of France, Churchill created the Special Operations Executive (SOE), a secret organisation to help occupied Europe. Debbie Land is a Shuttleworth volunteer, and in this presentation, Debbie will focus on the Lysander aircraft - the aircraft that transported the agents, as well as the pilots that flew them, and the role of the agents in supporting clandestine operations

	Tuesday

11th July

2023
	The Boeing 747 – Development and Operation
Geoffrey New was a 747 Captain from 1985 to 1998.  Tonight he tells us of the aircraft’s high risk development.  The fact that it went into airline operations with few issues & more than met its commercial expectations, fundamentally changed the industry due the huge passenger load with their baggage plus room left to transport around 15 tonnes of freight simultaneously over great intercontinental distances all in great safety

	Tuesday

8th August

2023
	Some RAF ‘Characters’ of the Cold War Era
During his 20 years in the Royal Air Force, Graham Perry was lucky to encounter (and fly with) some of the defining ‘characters’ of the Cold War era.  Tonight’s tales about them can best be described as ‘tolerated anarchy’.  They are typical of the exploits and attitudes of many National Servicemen who wisely chose to stay with what was clearly a forgiving employer.  Together they forged a new post-World War 2 culture in the RAF, one that gave the Service a style that sustained it throughout the Cold War years of the 1960s and 70s

	Tuesday

12th September

2023
	Tim Barney – Most Secret – Defford Airfield and the Story of Airborne Radar

Most of us have heard of Bletchley Park – but from 1942 to the 1960’s, this quiet Worcestershire backwater was one of the most secret places in Britain, and carried out scientific work that was less well known, although just as vital to the Allied war effort.  Tim Barney of the Defford Airfield Heritage Group explores an eighteenth century mansion and landscape park, a busy wartime airfield, and the early history of airborne radar and electronics  CANCELLED

	Tuesday

10th October

2023
	What you might not know about Pearl Harbor

Rear Admiral Dr Chris Parry CBE PhD will talk about the events, decisions and circumstances regarding the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, including fresh insights about the command and intelligence aspects of this distinctive and decisive event in the history of the Second World War

	Tuesday

14th November

2023
	The Polish Air Force in the West
Chairman of the Polish Air Force Memorial Committee, Richard Kornicki CBE, gives an account of the Polish Air Force in the West, covering its origin in 1918, its contribution during the Second World War, and the fate of its airmen at the end of the war. Illustrated in part with photographs from the album of Richard’s late father, General Brygady Franciszek Kornicki, the last surviving Polish Squadron Commander whose story exemplifies that of some 20,000 members of the Polish Air Force

	Tuesday

12th December

2023
	‘Attack on the Sorpe Dam’

A special showing of the film commissioned by The International Bomber Command Centre


All meetings are held in the Kents Hill Community Centre, Frithwood Crescent, Kents Hill, Milton Keynes, MK7 6HQ.     Doors open at 7.30 p.m. and lectures begin at 8.00 p.m.

For more details contact our Lectures Organiser Ian Carr 

E-mail: iancarruk@aol.com
Or Tel (Home): 01234 742057
