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MILTON KEYNES
AVIATION SOCIETY

LECTURE PROGRAMME
	DATE
	LECTURE

	Tuesday

9th January

2024
	‘100 Years of RAF Family History’
Anthony Inglis Howard-Williams is a renowned musical conductor, and tonight gives a presentation on his incredible family flying history.  This includes a grandfather who was head of RAF Intelligence during WW2, and another who was involved in the battles of the Somme and Passchendaele in WW1.  His great uncle was instrumental in the ‘little ships’ rescue at Dunkirk, and his father flew with ‘Cat’s Eye’s’ Cunningham’s squadron.  His son is currently a serving RAF Officer

	Tuesday

13th February 
2024
	Tornado Combat Operations

The Tornado GR1/4 was in frontline service with the RAF for 37 years, of which 28 years was spent in almost continuous combat operations over the Middle East, Balkans, North Africa and Afghanistan. Former Tornado pilot Michael Napier, who has written four books about the aircraft, will present a history of the Tornado GR1/4. After briefly describing its role in the Cold War, the talk will cover the Gulf War of 1991, Operations in the No Fly Zones over northern and southern Iraq between 1992 and 2002, the Kosovo campaign of 1999, the Iraq War of 2003, the insurgency in Iraq between 2003 and 2009, Afghanistan between 2009 and 2014, Libya in 2011 and Iraq/Syria between 2014 and 2019

	Tuesday

12th March 2024
	MKAS AGM & Photo Competition

	Tuesday

9th April

2024
	 ‘Unofficially Approved’ – The Ministry of Aviation and the Forgotten War Artists of the Second World War
Historian Tony Rich’s research has been focussed around artists’ agents, ‘War Artists and Illustrators Ltd’.  These agents represented artists including Frank Wootton, Terence Cuneo, Ron Jobson, William Krogman and many others.  From the onset of the war, they had a close working relationship with the Ministry of Information Studio and it is these artists; their pre-war backgrounds; wartime work and their subsequent post war careers that have been his focus

	Tuesday

14th May

2024
	The Wooden Wonder – Development of the de Havilland Mosquito
Popular speaker Rod Dean returns to present an in-depth study of the development, construction and use of the outstanding de Havilland Mosquito and all its variants

	Tuesday

11th June

2024
	History of RAF Henlow
Dave Thompson, of the RAF Henlow Signals Museum, will tonight present a history of RAF Henlow.  This will include the origin of the site in 1917, the WW1 and interwar years, its valuable contribution to WW2 as a Maintenance Unit, post-war use and the future of the site

PLEASE NOTE THIS LECTURE WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE SIGNAL MUSEUM, RAF HENLOW

	Tuesday

9th July

2024
	‘Operation Backfire’
Alan Marlow is a Fellow of the British Interplanetary Society who tonight tells us of the little remembered Operation Backfire.  This was a military scientific operation during and after the Second World War that was performed mainly by British staff. The operation was designed to completely evaluate the entire V-2 rocket assembly, interrogate German personnel specialized in all phases of it, and then to test and launch missiles across the North Sea

	Tuesday

13th August 2024
	 Most Secret – Defford Airfield and the Story of Airborne Radar 

Most of us have heard of Bletchley Park – but from 1942 to the 1960’s, this quiet Worcestershire backwater was one of the most secret places in Britain, and carried out scientific work that was less well known, although just as vital to the Allied war effort.  David Roberts of the Defford Airfield Heritage Group explores an eighteenth century mansion and landscape park, a busy wartime airfield, and the early history of airborne radar and electronics

	Tuesday

10th September 2024
	MKAS Signature Lecture – 75th Anniversary of the End of the Berlin Airlift
We will be joined by Dr Doris Mueller-Toovey and Aldon Ferguson for a special evening looking back on aspects of the remarkable Operation Vittles which ended 75 years ago

This lecture will take place at The Hunt House, Paulerspury

	Tuesday

8th October

2024
	The Allied Invasion of Iceland

After the Nazis had occupied Norway Britain was fearful that they would try to occupy Iceland and the Faroe Islands, so they made a ‘friendly ‘ invasion on 10 May 1940 when four British ships, full of Marines, landed unopposed at Reykjavik, without a single shot being fired and no loss of life.  Historian Aldon Ferguson explains how the British promised to stay out of Islandic politics and were quickly accepted and the war became known there as ‘The Blessed War’ as the British protected them from Nazi invasion but more importantly gave work to the locals in building roads, bridges, barracks, hospitals and everything necessary for an occupying army.  25,000 British troops were stationed there for a while but they were needed back in Britain after France fell, so Churchill persuaded Roosevelt to take over as guardian

	Tuesday

12th November 2024
	Les Evans – Electric and Hydrogen Powered Aircraft
Great strides are being made to develop aircraft which produce no carbon dioxide, but it is not an easy road to travel. Popular speaker Les Evans will explain the various technologies that are being explored; pure battery-powered, hydrogen fuel cell-powered, hydrogen jet-powered. He will outline the advantages and difficulties that each of them brings, and look at the types of aircraft that we may see in the future. These range from electric training aircraft such as the Pipistrel, electric eVTOL taxis, shorthaul electric prop aircraft and finally, normal looking hydrogen jet airliners

	Tuesday

10th December 2024
	RAF Bomber Command in WW2 – The People
The history of war is sometimes described as stories seen through the eyes of the winners. Chris Brockbank is an interviewer for the Digital Archive of the International Bomber Command Centre, and in his talk tonight much of the narrative does fill that description - but for very good reason: some narrators are still with us.

Chris speaks about a wide variety of intriguing tales related to him over recent years. His sources were members of Bomber Command aircrew and ground personnel who really did experience the dangers, the terror, the pain, the humour and some delights of the WW2 air war.


All meetings are held in the Kents Hill Community Centre, Frithwood Crescent, Kents Hill, Milton Keynes, MK7 6HQ.     Doors open at 7.30 p.m. and lectures begin at 8.00 p.m.

For more details contact our Lectures Organiser Ian Carr 

E-mail: iancarruk@aol.com
Or Tel (Home): 01234 742057
